Descartes and the Evil Demon – answers

1. Descartes considered the Demon Hypothesis in the 17th century , 400 years ago

2. The two main questions Descartes raises are: What sort of things does he know and how he knows these things.

3. Descartes decided to answer these questions by (1) Examining his foundational beliefs. (2)Rejecting any belief it there was a possibility of it being false.

4. Infallibility means not being able to make a mistake or being wrong.

5. Descartes came to the conclusion that the senses are usually pretty reliable.

6. Descartes came to the conclusion that we would still know colours, maths and logic even if we were dreaming.

7. Descartes came to the conclusion it was a possibility that an evil demon was deceiving us about knowledge, by manipulating our senses.

8. The one thing Descartes knows for certain is that he thinks therefore he must exist.

9. Descartes justifies this belief as even if there is an evil deceptive demon , it must be deceiving something, therefore this something must exist.

10. Descartes uses the Latin expression “cogito ego sum” which means: I think therefore I am.  
