CROP CIRCLES ARE EVIDENCE OF ALIENS VISITING THE EARTH
Let’s explore one these claims and what it implies
Crop circles are geometrical formations of flattened crops found in many countries but mainly in England. They have been found in wheat, barley, canola, rye, corn, linseed and soy.
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“There has been much controversy concerning the origins of crop circles. However contactees [people who have been contacted by aliens, I assume - PJE] now testify to the origins of much “crop circles”. One contactee who has been willing to identify himself as ‘Adrian’ to crop circle special investigative researcher Sean David Morton. 
Adrian testifies that alien races from the Andromeda Galaxy are one of the main extraterrestrial races most responsible for crop circles. He further makes representation from his reported alien contact with this Off-world civilization from the Andromeda Galaxy, that “the crop circles are intended both to inspire humans with the possibility of extraterrestrial communications, and to warn those of the consequences of their actions to control and manipulate humanity”, which in part, takes the form of so-called “Globalization”. 
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Andromedans have been described as being “very beautiful,” and as well, lithely built and very thin.” Contactee testimony also further describes this race as “so spiritually evolved that they no longer require a physical body. They are almost beings of light energy. They are illuminated in light. They are very tall and stand eight to ten feet in height. In mythology, they were referred to as the Winged gods.”  Contactess also indicate that “they are beautiful beyond description and humankind shadows fragments of that beauty. They have taken care of humanity because they consider us as their brothers and sisters. 
Reportedly, as an enlightened “Off-world” civilization, Andromedans, and the other similarly enlightened groups which they represent, forbid themselves from ‘interfering’ in the affairs of humanity. However, these alleged “Andromedans” seek to inspire humanity through their communication, in a manner which will facilitate the liberation of humanity from a course of Earth human elite-led self-destruction. Apparently “Andromedans” are concerned with a range of vital issues which include oppression on Earth, Global Warming, and other planetary threats related to the self-determination and sovereignty of humankind. 
It is not hard to imagine that such an enlightened race of aliens could not simply seek to deliver their messages to the very mass-media on Earth that is controlled by elites who seek to deny the existence of sentient intelligent life in the universe beyond Earth humans. Crop circles therefore would provide a means of delivering messages to a mass-human audience, in the hopes that human beings with elevate states of consciousness would be able to appreciate the messages.”  All [SIC] (http://www.ufomystic.com/the-redfern-files/crop-circle-makers/)
 (Source: (http://www.ufomystic.com/the-redfern-files/crop-circle-makers/)
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This circle was constructed as an experiment by astronomy students at Amtsgymnasiet in Sonderborg….it took these eager astronomy students merely 1.5 hours to construct the basic circle of same size. Next time we could do this even faster. Actually - our students have now initiated their own company - Danish Crop Circle Central 
(Source: http://www.ags.dk/as/crop/ufofake.HTM)

Questions to consider

(1) Why would aliens make crop circles?  What does the account above have to say about this?
(2) What do you think the students mentioned in the article might think about the alien hypothesis?  What do you think?
(3) Does the alien hypothesis fulfil the characteristics of a good hypothesis?  Why or why not?  Be specific.
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Does the hypothesis ‘Crop circles are caused by aliens’ fit the characteristics of a good hypothesis?

What are the characteristics?


1. It must explain all the facts


2. It must be in accord with accepted principles


3. The simpler the better (Occam’s razor)


4. It must be simpler than what it attempts to explain


5. It must be falsifiable


1.  It must explain all the facts – My rating 2/5



If crop circles are caused by aliens leaving some kind of message to us encoded in the patterns they create, then this might be enough to explain why they are done, though no one seems to suggest how they are made.  The theory can be made to change to fit just about any fact as we can always imagine a new reason by way of explanation of just about anything.   The good thing about aliens is that they provide a lot of mystery to the problem, and so we could ascribe to them all sorts of possible motives and technologies.


2.  It must be in accord with accepted principles – My rating 0/5



Currently no aliens are known to have visited the earth or indeed that any intelligent life outside of our planet exists.  In this sense the theory is not in accord with accepted principles.  This does not by itself mean it is wrong, but it reduces the likelihood that it is correct.


3.  The simpler the better – My rating 1/5



The idea that aliens are responsible for crop circles might seem a simple idea (it probably is to some), however we must compare it to other hypotheses that people have about what causes crop circles.  Some people believe they are caused by pranksters who go out into fields with boards and ropes (as the Dutch students we met earlier do) and make the patterns using simple tools. We must ask ourselves the question ‘which hypothesis is simpler?’.  In this case human cause seems to be the more straight-forward explanation.

4.  It must be simpler than what it attempts to explain – My rating 0/5



If crop circles are caused by aliens then we have a whole bunch of new questions.  Who are they? What do they want?  How did they get here?  Are they dangerous? Will they hang around for a while?  Why make crop circles and not just send us an email?  Are there any  more aliens out there?  Can we go and make patterns in their crops?  In trying to explain patterns in crops that we know can be made by humans, we have to create a whole new situation outside of what we know to be true.  This means that the hypothesis that crop circles are caused by aliens makes a curious but not significant problem into a huge, complex and ultimately far more mysterious one.

5.  It must be falsifiable – My rating 3/5



If you believe that aliens are the cause of these things then we must ask the question ‘What would it take to convince you that aliens are not responsible?’.  If you can give an answer to this question then the hypothesis is falsifiable. The problem is that while an answer such as ‘Someone could come forward and explain what they did and how they did it’ need not be accepted by everyone.  They could still claim that even though we have another explanation that this is not really what happened and go back to the alien hypothesis.  In this sense it is not easily falsifiable.  Of course, if we had film of the people doing it….?



